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NET FEED-IN TARIFF — SUSPENSION 

855. Hon KATE DOUST to the Minister for Energy: 

It has been almost two months since the minister’s rushed announcement on the feed-in tariff. 

(1) Is this scheme still suspended or has it been cancelled; and, if it is still suspended, when will it be 
reinstated? 

(2) Has the review into the renewable energy buyback scheme rate been completed; and, if not, when will it 
be finished and by whom? 

(3) Is the minister willing to allow homeowners who had signed up to a specific installer to switch installers 
and still be eligible for the feed-in tariff; and, if not, why not? 

(4) Will the minister extend the 30 September deadline to take account of the chaos he has inflicted upon 
the industry, which has resulted in some delays to have systems installed; and, if not, why not? 

(5) When will the government release the Office of Energy’s report into a commercial feed-in tariff? 

Hon PETER COLLIER replied: 

I thank the honourable member for some notice of this question. 

(1) Yes. The government has not yet made a decision on the future of the scheme. 

(2) The Office of Energy is working with Synergy on the review of Synergy’s renewable energy buyback 
scheme rate, which is expected to conclude by the end of the year. 

(3) Yes, as long as they still meet the eligibility criteria and the system specifics do not change. 

(4) The industry was advised on 21 May of the installation deadline, which was designed to place discipline 
on suppliers in not over-contracting. The majority of suppliers have acted responsibly. Extending the 
deadline would effectively punish these suppliers. Customers accepted onto the scheme were able to 
change suppliers as long as they were able to have the system installed by 30 September. Should a 
homeowner feel that their supplier has not complied with the terms of their contract, they need to 
contact the consumer protection division for advice. However, the Office of Energy has been receiving 
representations from homeowners and has allowed extensions where the specific circumstances are not 
in conflict with the objectives of the installation deadline.  

(5) The government is still considering the report. The release of the report will be a matter for cabinet.  
 


